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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


East  Molesey, 

Surrey, 

January,  1896. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
East  & West  Molesey  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  past 
year,  I would  first  call  your  attention  to  the  in- 
creased area  of  the  District  over  which  I exercise  the 
duties  of  Health  Officer.  With  the  amalgamation 
of  East  and  West  Molesey,  the  area  of  the  District 
has  been  nearly  doubled.  East  Molesey  has  an 
area  by  land  of  741  acres,  and  by  water  of  40  acres. 
West  Molesey,  an  important,  though  mainly 
agricultural  district,  containing  as  it  does  the 
intakes  of  the  Lambeth  and  Chelsea  Water  Works 
and  large  dairy-farms,  has  an  area  of  703  acres  by 
land  and  34  by  water.  The  total  area  is  therefore 
1,444  acres  of  land  and  74  of  water. 

The  population  of  East  Molesey  at  the  last 
census  was  4,666,  estimated  to  have  been  5,248 
at  the  middle  of  last  year;  that  of  West  Molesey 
was  730  at  the  census  in  1891,  and  is  estimated  to 
be  756  at  the  middle  of  last  year.  This  gives  a 
total  estimated  population  of  6,004  souls. 


Mortality. 


The  number  of  deaths  in  the  combined  area 
was  73.  In  East  Molesey  there  were  65,  and  in 
West  Molesey  8.  Fourteen  deaths  occurred  in 
persons  over  65  years  of  age,  and  21  in  infants 
under  one  year. 

There  were  4 deaths  in  infants  from  Bronchitis, 
whilst  3 are  registered  as  Premature  Birth. 
Influenza  was  fatal  in  3 cases  and  there  were  3 
inquests,  two  being  due  to  accidental  drowning  in 
the  River  Thames,  and  one  to  natural  causes.  Eight 
deaths  occurred  from  zymotic  disease — four  from 
Diphtheria,  one  from  Enteric  Fever,  and  three 
from  Diarrhoea.  This  gives  a zymotic  death-rate 
of  1 -33  per  thousand,  which  is  an  exceedingly  high 
one  for  this  district  ; in  1894  it  was  nil , and  in  1893 
*6  per  1,000.  In  estimating  the  death-rate,  three 
deaths  which  occurred  in  visitors  have  been 
deducted,  while  five  have  been  added  to  the  list 
as  occurring  outside  the  district,  among  persons 
belonging  thereto.  I am  indebted  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  for  the  last  figures,  four  deaths 
occurring  at  the  County  Asylum  and  one  at  the 
Surbiton  Cottage  Hospital. 

The  death-rate  is  12*5  per  1,000,  and  this 
again  is  decidedly  higher  than  the  average  for  the 
past  few  years. 

The  Infant  Mortality  is  at  the  rate  of  150 
deaths  per  1,000  births,  registered. 

Births. 

The  number  of  births  in  the  united  Parishes 
was  140,  comprising  70  males  and  70  females.  In 
East  Molesey  there  were  112  and  in  West  Molesey 
28.  The  birth-rate  for  1895  is  therefore  23'33  Per 
1,000  which  gives  an  increase  at  the  rate  of  in8 
per  1,000  of  births  over  deaths. 


3 


Infectious  Disease. 

Nothing  has,  so  far  as  I am  aware,  been  done 
to  further  the  scheme  for  an  Isolation  Hospital. 
It  is  true  that  West  Molesey  is  supplied  with  the 
want  in  that  infectious  patients  in  that  district  can 
be  admitted  to  the  Tolworth  Isolation  Hospital. 
But  East  Molesey  is  still  as  much  without  as  ever, 
and  it  is  only  persons  in  receipt  of  Parish  Relief 
who  have  the  opportunity  of  being  removed  to  the 
Work-house  Infirmary.  That  the  want  of  an 
Isolation  Hospital  is  a grave  defect  in  the  sanitary 
administration  of  the  district,  I do  not  doubt  ; 
and  I trust  that,  in  the  near  future,  the  remedy 
may  be  supplied,  and  that  we  may  have  a proper 
Isolation  Hospital  of  our  own  for  the  reception  of 
infectious  cases. 

Only  twenty-three  cases  of  infectious  disease 
have  been  notified,  but  of  these,  I regret  to  say 
seven  have  proved  fatal.  This  contrasts  most 
unfavourably  with  1894,  when  we  had  no  fatal  case 
of  notifiable  malady. 

Scarlatina. 

Eight  cases  were  notified,  all  of  a mild  type. 

Diphtheria. 

Seven  cases  were  notified,  with  four  fatal 
results,  in  spite  of  the  use  of  anti-toxin  in  some 
of  the  cases. 


Membranous  Croup. 

One  case  was  notified,  with  fatal  consequences. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid. 

Two  cases  notified,  with  one  death.  In  the 
fatal  case  the  disease  was  undoubtedly  contracted 
outside  the  district. 
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Erysipelas. 

There  were  four  cases  notified,  with  one 
fatality. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 

were  somewhat  prevalent  in  December,  in  both 
parishes,  but  throughout  the  rest  of  the  year 
these  disorders  were  practically  absent. 

D I ARRHCEA. 

Three  fatal  cases  occurred,  all  in  infants 
under  one  year,  and  two  at  West  Molesey. 

Dair  ies,  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter-houses. 

These  have  been  inspected  periodically, 
and  have  generally  been  found  well  kept.  The 
Bakehouse  I have  occasionally  commented  on 
in  my  monthly  reports  has  been  greatly 

improved,  by  the  connection  of  its  sanitary 
arrangements  with  the  main  sewer. 

The  Closing  of  Lear’s  Cottages. 

The  most  noteworthy  point  of  sanitary 
reform  during  the  past  year,  has  been  the 
closing  of  Lear’s  Cottages. 

These  eighteen  cottages  were  notoriously 
insanitary ; the  rooms  were  deficient  in  cube 
space,  and  very  dilapidated.  After  much  legal 
difficulty,  owing  to  disputed  ownership,  or  want 
of  ownership,  the  Magistrates’  order  for  their 
closure  was  obtained,  and  the  tenants  speedily 
induced  to  leave.  Since  then,  and  probably 

because  they  had  no  owner,  they  have  all 

collapsed,  and  all  that  remains  of  them  now 

is  a heap  of  rubbish. 

Sewerage. 

The  opening  of  the  Sewerage  Works  on 
November  16th  has  given  householders  the 
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opportunity  of  connection  with  the  sewers,  which 
they  have  not  been  slow  to  avail  themselves 
of,  and  the  process  of  connection  has  been  going  on 
steadily  ever  since.  Up  to  the  present  time  (January 
30th,  1896)  about  180  houses  have  been  connected. 
This  will  prove  a great  boon  to  the  inhabitants, 
especially  in  the  more  crowded  thoroughfares  and 
small  cottages,  and  indeed  to  the  locality  at 
large.  With  the  work  of  connection  done 
carefully  under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor, 
I feel  certain  that  the  health  of  the  District 
will  be  better  in  the  future  than  it  has  been 
in  the  past,  and  especially  will  this  be  the  case 
with  regard  to  zymotic  diseases,  and  certain 
forms  of  sore  throat. 

Inspections. 

I have  reported  every  month,  or  often er, 
when  occasion  required,  the  results  of  inspections 
made  in  the  district,  which  will  be  seen  on 
reference  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

I would,  in  conclusion,  draw  your  attention 
to  the  necessity  of  thoroughly  disinfecting  all 
disused  cesspools,  before  they  are  filled  in,  in  order 
that  the  liability  to  sore  throat  and  other 
maladies  may  be  minimised. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  J.  KNOX, 

M.A.,  M.B.  & B.C.  Cantab., 
M.R.C.S.  & L.R.C.P. 
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The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  the 
Year  ending  December  31st,  1895. 


Number  of  premises  inspected  under  Section 
92  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875  ...  149 

Number  of  Nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  92 

Number  of  Nuisances  remedied  without 
being  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Authority...  22 

Number  of  Nuisances  reported  to  the 

Sanitary  Authority...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Number  of  Nuisances  remedied  after  report  66 

Number  of  Nuisances  reported  but  yet 
remaining  to  be  remedied  on  December 
31st,  1895  4 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  by 
the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  abate- 
ment of  Nuisances  ...  ..  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected  after  infectious 

disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Number  of  Houses  connected  to  the  New 
Main  Sewers  up  to  and  including  December 
31st,  1895  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

(Signed)  JNO.  STEVENSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


February  4th,  1896. 
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